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Lesson Plan 


Teacher Candidate: Elsie Dang
 
       Number of Students: 40

Guiding Teacher: Ms. Teri Jackson                    Implementation Date: October 19, 2012
Guided Practice Instructor: Dr. Sarah Starr      Duration of Lesson: ~2 days
Subject/Grade Level: 7th Grade English/Language Arts
Lesson Title: Who Did What After the Bed Fell?
	Lesson Logistics

	Standards:

· Reading 3.2: Identify events that advance the plot and determine how each event explains past or present action(s) or foreshadows future action(s). 

Lesson Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students will be able to [SWBAT]: 

· Students will be able to classify characters’ thoughts and actions in James Thurber’s “The Night the Bed Fell” by creating a tree map in order to produce a short paragraph about how the bed’s falling caused commotion among the characters. 

Driving (or “overarching”) Questions of the Lesson:

· What is the difference between cause and effect?
· How does everyone react to the bed falling over? What thoughts do they have? 
· What do thoughts and actions say about a character? How do you know that? (What/where is your evidence?)
Key Concepts & Terms:

· Humorous, character, characterization, significant events, conflict, cause-and-effect relationship
Materials: 

· Notes/answers from comprehension questions, construction paper, pencils, markers, Prentice Hall’s Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes textbook


	Motivation

	Initiation Activity/Anticipatory Set: 
· Teacher will revisit comprehension questions students completed with partners by calling on students (mix of popsicle sticks, choral responses, and volunteers). 
If comprehension questions are not finished, teacher will give about five minutes of class time for students to work with partner to complete. 

· Teacher will ask students to identify the conflict of the story and what type of conflict is illustrated. 

· What is conflict? What are the types of conflict we have learned about? What kind of conflict is in this story, and what details tell you that?

· Teacher will review with students the aspects of characterization (character’s actions, thoughts, descriptions, etc.) by asking them what authors do or include to develop characters.

· Teacher will redirect students to Cornell notes to refresh memories, if needed.

· Teacher will introduce classification tree map to organize characters and their thoughts and actions. 
· Teacher will review format with students before distributing materials and giving instructions. 

	Input

	Teacher Driven Activity:

· Teacher will briefly review idea of a story’s setting and have students share (from memory, notes, or text itself) what they know about story’s setting.  

· What is a setting? What details can you find in the story that contribute to this story’s setting?
· Teacher will model how to fold, label, and use tree map. 

· Teacher will engage whole group discussion about one of the characters and model how they should record each one’s thoughts and actions. 
· As students work with partners, teacher will walk around room to monitor progress and check for understanding.  



	Output

	Student Driven Activity:

· Students (row leaders) will distribute construction paper for each pair of students; students in even rows move over to odds. 
· As teacher reviews setting details, students will be drawing/sketching the setting (Thurber house) on one side of the construction paper given with their partners. 

· Students will work with partners to complete tree map using textbooks and/or notes for evidence. 


	Culmination

	Closure: 

· Teacher will call on students with popsicle sticks to assess partner work and complete class tree map.

· In a paragraph, write about how at least three characters reacted to the bed falling in the story. (May have to be completed for homework or as classwork for another day)
· Teacher will check for student understanding of why story is considered a humorous essay. 



	Extensions

	Upcoming Assessments:
· Write a paragraph using the following sentence starter: This story reminds me of a time when… Be sure to include elements of a story (e.g. setting, conflict, rising/falling action, climax, and resolution). (To be shared with partner or in whole group discussion)

· Multiple-choice vocabulary and reading comprehension test on story


	Assessment

	Synopsis of Formative Assessments:

· Tree Maps (10 points; each student in pair will receive same grade)
· Summarizing Tree Map Paragraph (3 characters reaction to bed falling) (10 points)
· Personal Narrative (Using sentence starter and incorporating elements of story) (10 points)
· Multiple-choice vocabulary and reading comprehension test (20 points)


	Reflection

	Pre-Lesson Guiding Questions:

· What characteristics of the learners have been incorporated into the learning plan above?

· Students have taken Cornell notes on literary terms specific to the story (e.g. humorous essay, character, characterization)

· Students have some experience with tree maps and knowledge of elements of story. 
· What essential prerequisite knowledge and skills do students need to successfully complete the learning plan?
· Students should be able to recall the elements of characterization. (How does an author create a character? Through detailed descriptions, actions, thoughts, etc.)
· How does the present learning plan support equitable student participation?
· Teacher will use popsicle sticks to give students equal opportunity to participate

   and contribute to class discussion. 

· Students will work in pairs to create a collaborative tree map outlining characters’ thoughts and actions.


	


